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Laptops Take Concordia by Storm 
	J 
By: Anne Podoll 
Staff Writer 
A student sits at a picnic bench 
writing a paper on his laptop. Another 
student screams, "I hate my laptop!" A 
group of students sits at dinner around a 
laptop playing music. Professors require 
homework to be handed in by electronic 
mail (e-mail) as an attachment. The 
newspaper staff turns in articles via e-mail 
rather than passing disks from person to 
person. These are all signs that Concordia 
University-St. Paul has joined the over 300 
other institutions that have implemented 
laptop computers. 
Other institutions with such a requirement 
include local universities such as 
University of Minnesota, Crookston and 
Winona State, as well as nationally known 
universities such as Wake Forest and Seton 
Hall. Sooner or later, President Hoist 
anticipates every university in the United 
States will acquire a laptop program. As a 
result of this fact, it was best to implement 
a laptop program at CSP as soon as 
possible, so that students will have an edge 
on their education. 
The idea of bringing laptops to 
Concordia has been worked on for the past  
two year. The first year was spent doing 
"behind the scenes" planning and assessing 
of the impact that Educational Technology 
Initiative would have on the campus. The 
second year was spent training the 
professors to use the laptops and 
conducting a test with the students. The 
IBM ThinkPad was chosen over other 
systems because it provided not only the 
actual computers, but also the 
programming, which included detailed 
instructions. Concordia's program is being 
watched as a model for other schools, 
including schools in the Concordia 
University system. 
In order to receive their laptops, students 
had to attend a training session. Most 
students attended sessions within the first 
week of school, but some were not able to 
attend until later. Freshman students had 
their own sessions during welcome week, 
so they did not have to worry about signing 
up for a session. Students who had 
participated in the beta testing took the 
course last spring. The first few weeks 
were challenging in terms of problems, as 
the help desk was swamped with 
difficulties with passwords, getting onto the 
network, downloading, and e-mail. The 
most obvious signs of the changeover to 
laptops are that the daily bulletin now is 
published electronically and the mug book 
was replaced by a electronically distributed 
directory. 
The thing that most students seem to like 
best about their laptop is the convenience 
of being able to take it everywhere. All 
their work is in one place, and they can 
start working on it anytime and anywhere. 
However, that convenience is also a 
problem, since the laptops can become 
heavy after a while. Some additional 
Laptops continued on page 2 
Absence of "Mugbooks" Leaves Concordia Faceless 
By Chris Fink 
Staff Writer 
If, after reading this article, you 
would like to know what I look like, your 
only option may be to scream my name 
down Concordia's halls and wait for me to 
answer. Rumors around school claim there 
will be no pictorial directories, or 
"mugbooks," this year. For at least 20 
years now, the Concordia Student Affairs 
office has produced a "mugbook" which 
includes the name, hometown, phone 
number, mail box and voicemail for each 
traditional student. So far, the only things 
issued by the Student Affairs office have 
been two e-mail attachments: a directory 
which includes the above information 
(minus photo and hometown) and a list of 
students by first name. Most years, by 
around October 10th, a "mugbook" would 
have been distributed. 
According to Dean Phillip Tesch, 
Vice President of Student Affairs, "[Student  
affairs] has not yet determined not to 
publish a 'mugbook,'" but there are a few 
factors that are being figured into the 
decision. First of all, the cost of publishing 
a "mugbook" for each of Concordia's 940 
traditional students would be approximately 
$8000 this year. While Student Affairs' 
final budget is being determined by the 
board of regents on October 8th, it appears 
that spending $8000 on "mugbooks" would 
be "jeopardizing other things," said Tesch. 
Also, each year a greater number of 
students do not want their pictures printed. 
In the past, very few students have 
requested that information be withheld, but 
now 10 to 20 students have made that 
request, not including those who do not 
submit a picture. Dean Tesch says that 
student affairs is not trying to "squirrel the 
information away" and they recognize that 
a "mugbook" is an important piece to the 
Concordia campus both for curiosity and 
security purposes. Dean Tesch explained 
that he "would be hard pressed" to name 
another Minnesota university that has not 
given up on "mugbooks" for either 
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the key to having a "mugbook" published 
this year. Student Affairs has contacted 
Student Senate President Max Knoell about 
providing financial support that could make 
a "mugbook" possible. While Student 
Affairs does not expect Student Senate to 
pay for the entire production of the book, 
they say if it is important to students, 
Student Senate should be involved. Max 
Knoell noted that Student 
Senate talked about it at their 
full Senate meeting on Sept. 
29th. However, the 
representatives decided that 
this motion should be tabled 
until a later meeting date so 
that they can find out if 
students feel it is necessary to 
spend up to $8000 dollars on 
the project. 
Another option given by 
Dean Tesch would be to 
publish a Web edition of the 
directory, on a protected page 
of the CSP pages, available only to people 
with CSP addresses. This kind of interne 
"mugbook" could be available as soon as 
Mugbooks continued on page 2 
Walk alo ng Red 
Square, visit the 
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NEWS 
From Russia with Love 
Study abroad in Russia, May 
1999 
Laptops Continued from Page 1 
problems still have to be worked out, such 
as the fact that there is only one printer for 
the whole campus, as opposed to the four 
or five that were originally anticipated. 
There have been other problems 
with the laptops as well. There were 
supposed to be dial-in connections so that 
students can connect to 
the network from off-
campus, but that 
system has 
encountered delays and 
set backs. This 
prevents commuter 
students as well as students in off-campus 
apartments from connecting to the network 
from home. However, they do seem to 
believe that once it is working, they will be 
more connected to campus. A major 
problem for all students is that there is so 
much about their laptop that they don't 
understand. Rachel Young, a freshman, put 
it best when she said, "Having no 
technological abilities and having a laptop 
on my own is a bad idea." Katrina Meyer, 
By Lynn Adams 
Public Relations 
Unlike the 1967 James Bond 
movie, "From Russia with Love," the 
following is love directed to the children 
living in the village of Kitezh. This village 
is located south of Moscow in the Kaluga 
Region of Russia. Dr. Ruth Busman and 
Dr. Debra Beilke visited Kitezh over the 
summer. I had the opportunity to sit down 
and talk to Dr. Busman about her trip and 
future plans for Concordia University 
students to go to Kitezh. In May 1999, 
CSP students will have the pleasure of 
being the first American collegiate group to 
go to Kitezh and take advantage of their 
service learning opportunities. 
Dr. Busman was excited about 
being able to offer this program to the 
students, faculty, and staff at Concordia 
University. Her experience in Russia, she 
a sophomore, said that she spent an hour 
trying to change her margins in Microsoft 
Word one day, but couldn't as a result of 
her lack of experience with the Word 
program. Other frustrations include error 
messages that can't be understood, laptops 
that break, and the length of the battery 
charge. Lavic Her, a junior, noted that he 
now has to be more careful with where he 
leaves his things, since it would be so easy 
for his laptop to disappear. Even President 
Holst said that he has had some problems 
getting familiar with using his laptop, since 
he is more accustomed to using a 
Macintosh. Some students also mentioned 
the cost as a problem, but, although it 
seems high, President Holst assures that 
everything possible is being done to keep 
the cost down. 
Most students say that their  
exclaimed, was "life-changing." Dr. 
Busman and her traveling companion 
stayed at the hotel Moskva in St. 
Petersburg. With warmth in her eyes, she 
explained how the people there were 
genuine and how she was able to identify 
this by the looks of their 
faces and hands. She 
reminisced about how 
comfortable she felt being 
able to smile and greet the 
Russians in their native 
tongue while in Moscow. 
Dr. Busman's principal 
destination, however, was Kitezh, a small 
village for orphans begun five years ago by 
learned Russians who had chosen to adopt 
these children. There she was able to 
experience the heritage of Russians first 
hand by taking part in their festivities and 
living in their homes. 
In May 1999, Concordia 
classes have not changed much because of 
having the laptops. A few did report 
' having to hand in homework via e-mail or 
getting their assignments from the network 
instead of having the teacher give it to 
them. Freshman Thomas Knoll felt, 
"Professors don't make use of this 
wonderful opportunity that we have." 
Some students did say that they use their 
laptops to take notes in class or to 
send homework assignments to 
others for proofreading. However, 
as a couple students noted, most of 
the classrooms aren't wired for 
network hookup yet, and so the 
ability for change is limited. 
Other students said that they anticipated 
more changes to classes in the future. 
Overall, most people seem 
optimistic that the laptop initiative is a 
change for the better. There are problems, 
but these would have been encountered no 
matter when the laptops would have been 
implemented. Through it all, Concordia 
students will be gaining the means to a 
better education. 
University will be offering an opportunity 
to go to the village of Kitezh, Russia for 22 
days. The trip's cost will be approximately 
$2,500.00, which includes transportation, 
room, board, passport paperwork, 
sponsorship, and visa support. While on 
the trip, participants will 
spend three days in St. 
Petersburg, take the 
Midnight Express to 
Moscow, and stay in 
Moscow for two days. In St. 
Petersburg, there will be 
trips to castles, arts, and 
summer homes of the affluent Russians. 
While in- Moscow, students will be able to 
walk along Red Square and visit the 
Kremlin. Finally they will arrive in the 
village of Kitezh. For further information 
regarding the trips you can contact Dr. 
Ruth Busman at 641-8858 or Dr. Debra 
Beilke at 641-8260. 
Mugbooks continued from page 1 
October 10th or by the middle of October 
at the latest. Dean Tesch stated that even if 
student affairs only publishes a Web 
edition, they hope to print out at least one 
dot matrix or color edition, which would 
be placed in the library or at the 
switchboard. 
The demand for a "mugbook" 
appears to be large. Many students were 
disappointed and angered by rumors of no 
"mugbooks." Concordia sophomore Dana 
Dafoe stated that "mugbooks" are essential 
"because you need to know faces," and 
they "make it more personable." 
Sophomore Kristina Larson added that the 
"mugbooks" provide "easier access to 
people's phone numbers." An anonymous 
Concordia junior alluded to the social aid 
the mugbooks provide, "you find a picture, 
and say 'he's cute, let's call him." Dean 
Tesch encourages students who want the 
"mugbook" to contact him at his office in 
Centennial Hall at extension 8861. 
"Students use laptops to take notes in class or 
send assign ments to others for proofreading." 
Have You Been Caught In His Net Lately? Come to Fish and get caught! 
By Melissa Strelow 
Staff Writer 
What exactly is going on in the 
Student Union every Wednesday night? 
FISH, that's what! No, not fishing as in a 
boat and a lake but FISH. There's no doubt 
you've seen the posters around school with -
a fish on them, but you may have wondered 
what exactly they are all about. FISH is a 
time to gather together for praise and prayer 
and have a good time while doing it. FISH 
is held every Wednesday in Student Union 
Tier I at 9:00 p.m. If you've walked by the 
Union on a Wednesday night you probably 
heard the singing and if you have been 
wondering what it is all about, then read on. 
Even if you have already gone to it, there 
may be more for you to learn about FISH. 
The symbol of the fish came about 
when early Christians drew the fish in the 
sand as a sign to each other. When people 
see the sign of the fish they are reminded to  
be fishers of men. FISH 
on the campus of 
Concordia was started in 
the fall of 1996 by a 
former student named 
Andy Potsko. "Andy 
just saw a need to do 
something like this and 
he just did it," said Michelle Hausz, one of 
this year's leaders. FISH is truly meant to 
be an outreach to non-Christians and 
Christians. Michelle couldn't really say for 
sure why Andy started it, but she did know 
that "it was started to give Christians a 
place to sing and pray as well as provide an 
opportunity for those who don't feel 
comfortable in the chapel to see people 
praising God." 
FISH is made up of several 
different elements. Each week there is a lot 
of singing. The songs range from camp 
songs to music by contemporary Christian 
artists. There are also dramas, puppet  
shows and testimonies. 
There is something 
different every week. 
After singing and a 
drama, puppet show or 
testimony, time is spent in 
prayer. People break off 
into smaller groups and 
can pray together and talk to each other. 
FISH is meant to be what you as students 
want it to be because it your ministry. 
Does FISH sound like something 
you would like to get involved with? If it 
does, come on over and join in the praise 
and prayer. If you want to do more than 
just attend, you can do that too. The current 
leaders of FISH are always looking for help. 
Michelle said, "The more help we have, the 
better FISH will be." They need musicians, 
singers, people to be in the dramas, people 
to give testimonies, and people to help with 
publicity. Faith Craig, who is in charge of 
the dramas, said, "I'm open to any ideas  
people might have for me." 
The leaders of FISH get together 
for a half an hour after FISH each week to 
do the planning for the next week. They 
practice the music and dramas an hour 
before FISH begins. If you feel that you 
want to get involved as a musician, be a 
part of the dramas etc., there are several 
people you can contact. Michelle Hausz is 
the main leader of FISH and can be reached 
at her e-mail address, 
hauszm@proverbs.csp.edu . If you are 
interested in helping with music, contact 
Darcee Hefta at heftad@proverbs.csp.edu . 
Faith Craig can be reached at 
craigf@proverbs.csp.edu if you want to 
participate in any of the dramas. 
The atmosphere of FISH is very 
relaxed and extremely welcoming. Anyone 
is welcome to attend and join in praising 
God. Michelle concluded, "People just 
want to sing Jesus songs and pray together. 
FISH gives them an opportunity to do so." 
"What exactly is going 
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There are always Two Sides to Every Story 
In life there are always at least two sides to every story. Most of the time the general public does not get to hear both sides of an issue. This issue discusses a 
long standing debate about women in the military being in combat. 
TO SERVE WITH HONOR 
By JoVan Braham 
News Page Editor 
Being a woman in the military, I 
feel that women should take advantage of 
the opportunity to serve their country just 





AU soldiers do 
not fight battles 
on the front 
lines of combat. 
I am a soldier 
in the United 
States Air 
Force, my title 
is E4, Senior 
Airman. In my 
job position, I 
have the opportunity to use valuable skills 
in Financial Management Analysis. Yes, 
women are trained in combat, but the 
likelihood of a woman fighting on the front 
line is very slim. 
During Basic Training individuals 
are taught proper nutrition, self-defense, 
military etiquette and history, and physical  
conditioning. Not all Basic Training 
focuses on shooting guns and killing 
people. Women have a better advantage, 
especially in the Air Force, because they 
can gain job skills that would otherwise be 
limited to men. There are women combat 




has changed a 









positions in the 
military. 
Women are also 
allowed to be 
officers and command entire squadrons of 
men. Women can be single mothers in the 
military and the military provides full 
daycare benefits and allowances for food 
and housing. Today's military gives women 
the chance to explore their own abilities 
and travel around the world, free of charge. 
ARMED BUT NOT EQUAL 
By Rachel Young 
Staff Writer 
Simply put, women do not belong 
in the military. For years women have been 
fighting for the right to be equal with the 
status of men in both the armed and naval 
forces. The status is far from equal. To say 
that the likelihood of women fighting in 
the front lines is slim, is to directly 
contradict all that the promoters of women 
in the military have been fighting for. If 
women are equal to 
men, then women 
should be in the 
front lines fighting 
like everyone else. 
If women are equal 
to men, they should 
be drafted and 
pulled from their 
families to die 
violent deaths on 
brutal battle fields 
that do not yield to frightened sisters, 
mothers and wives. When it comes to 
military, women are NOT equal to men. 
While watching our boys come home in 
body bags is far from easy, the outcry 
would be far greater were a mother of two 
young children to come home from war in 
plastic. Women do not have the physical or 
emotional strength to cope on a battle field 
properly. 
Women also present a sexual 
distraction that can generate many 
problems including sexual harassment, 
pregnancies and broken relationships. The 
military does not have room for such 
things, especially during combat. Men 
may also be distracted from their task 
during combat in order to instinctively 
protect the woman beside them, leaving the 
trenches and becoming more vulnerable for 
attack. 
Though many 
women may be 
capable of leadership, 
the best leader works 
from experience. To 
pull women from the 
front lines, or combat 
at all, is to deny them 
that experience, thus 
creating leaders that 
do not possess all of 
the knowledge that is necessary to lead. 
Women deserve and do enjoy 
many of the same rights as men, but there 
are some that just aren't meant to be 
shared. When it comes down to it, women 
are not made for military service. 
View 1:  
"Today's military gives 
women the chance to 
explore their own abilities 
and travel around the world, 
free of charge." 
View  2:  
"When it comes to 
military, w omen are 
NOT equal to men." 
Concordia Speaks! 
How Do You Feel About The Clinton Affair? 
resign." 
Rachel Young, Freshman 
Jeremy Armstong, Junior Nichoel Richards, Junior Tom Unger, Freshman 
"I think it's a shame that it 
happened; it opened my eyes. I "I don't think it had anything "He should resign and save "I don't think he should be 
thought he didn't have much to do with his job. His marriage himself the embarrassment. He impeached, because as a President 
privacy. I'm disappointed in Bill with Hillary is all political and he should set an example for our he's done a good job. He's only in 
Clinton and I think he should move was just trying to find happiness. morals and beliefs ...for him to trouble because he's a Democrat." 
on." He shouldn't get blamed for that. It 
was wrong but other presidents have 
done it without impeachment." 
show this behavior to the young 
people is the wrong message. The 
only way to show dignity is to 
Part of the 
Lutheranism story 
is talking about 
Martin Luther, the 
person 
"Was ist Das?"* 
by Rich Carter 
The student said, "I 
didn't know Luther was a 
person!" 
The professor 
thought, "Boy, am I glad the 
student spoke up!" 
I am that professor, and in 
hindsight realized, "Yeah, 
she's right. There isn't a 
Harry Method at the 
beginnings of Methodism or Mary 
Episcopal at the front end of 
Episcopalianism." So let's be clear 
that one part of the Lutheranism 
story is talking about Martin 
Luther, the person. 
Talking about Martin 
Luther is a natural part of the life 
of a university, especially 
Concordia with its big statue of 
Luther on Syndicate, recently 
decorated in aluminum foil. 
Martin Luther worked as a 
university professor for thirty-four 
years in Wittenberg, Germany. 
This is something like being a 
professor at the University of 
Wyoming in Laramie: the whole 
"state" of Saxony in Germany in 
the 1500's had only one university, 
and it was state run. Well, to tell 
the truth, it was Prince-run. The 
"prince's" name was Frederick the 
Wise, and he thought that to keep 
up with the states around him, his 
own state should have a university 
as well. He also thought someone 
should teach the Bible in his 
university. In 1512 Martin Luther 










in a room 
his parents rented shortly after they 
moved to the town in 1483. 
Luther's father was a copper miner 
looking for work. He did well 
enough to become a copper mine 
owner eventually, but he also put 
Luther through school with the 
hopes that his son would get a 
good job---as a lawyer-4o provide 
social security later on, since there 
were no government programs. 
That meant that he also paid for 
Luther's way through university in 
the city of Erfurt, and on into law 
school at the same place. If you 
travel to Erfurt (also in eastern 
Germany) today, all you can see of 
the university is the front door and 
the infirmary, but you can find the 
"private" dormitory where Luther 
stayed, still standing. 
Have you ever thought of 
dropping out of school? Luther 
tried. He gave up law school after 
only a few weeks. He had been 
The Hope That Fills Us 
"Was ist Das?"* "WOW! These Women are Great!" 
By Aimee Bruening 
Staff Writer 
Colossians 1:3-6a: "We always thank God, 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when 
we pray for you, because we have heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love 
that springs from the hope that is stored up 
for you in heaven and that you have 
already heard about in the word of truth, 
the gospel that has come to you." 
As I looked at the material that 
had to be learned, I heard my watch beep 1 
a.m. and I quickly came to the conclusion 
that I had no hope. The fact that I had no 
stored up knowledge for the test that 
awaited me in six short hours haunted me 
severely. Once again I had to wing it and 
pray for a miracle. I knew this time I 
wouldn't get lucky. There was clearly no 
hope for a decent grade; I was doomed. 
What separates our daily lives 
from the scenario above? I am sure you 
have heard of it and maybe even 
experienced it before; I would hate to think 
I am the only one. So why isn't the rest of 
life like that? How do we get through a 
Devotion of the Month 
The Beauty of Hope 
day of hard tests and busy schedules? It is 
very simple. Hope. I never really thought 
about the beauty of hope until this summer. 
It was made so clear to me through the 
wisdom of my dying father. 
As many of you know, my father is very ill. 
Last February he was diagnosed with ALS, 
a.k.a. Lou Gehrig's disease. This once 
strong man was struck down and confined 
to a wheelchair after only five months and 
then forced to step down from his head 
pastoral position of twenty-one years. He 
had lost the use of both legs, one arm, and 
could not sleep without a ventilator. The 
man that was known for constantly giving 
was left to totally rely on the help of 
others. As if this were not hard enough, 
my father had to admit to himself that he 
could no longer take care of my mom. My 
mom had been diagnosed with 
Huntington's disease twelve years prior and 
my dad, and God of course, had been her 
life boat. 
The time came for my dad to say goodbye. 
The congregation would not allow him to 
preach a "farewell sermon" but a 
"celebration of ministry". As he sat in his 
wheelchair in the middle of the sacristy, he 
deathly frightened by a bolt of 
lightening. He prayed to the 
favorite saint of copper mining 
families, St. Anne, "Help me and I 
will become a monk!" He 
survived the lightening bolt and 
storm, gave up his law books and 
entered a strict monastery in Erfurt. 
But the leaders in the monastery 
noticed his intelligence, and all the 
previous schooling his father had 
paid for. They sent him back to 
school, in which process he earned 
his doctorate in Biblical studies 
and was called to work at the new 
university in Wittenberg. 
Clearly there's more to the 
story of Lutheranism. In the next 
Sword issue we will look at how 
his university work led to what's 
called the 95 Theses and the 
Reformation. Some other time we 
will look at Lutherans around the 
globe, perhaps especially in Africa. 
*"Was ist das?" is a common 
German question which may be 
loosely translated, "What's that?" 
The question appears, of course, in 
many languages: in my office I 
have copies in Lao, Efik (of 
southeastern Nigeria), and Russian. 
It is a question Luther asked in his 
Small Catechism. I use it as a title 
for this series to suggest that we 
are going to explore. Much of 
Lutheranism may appear to be a 
foreign land or culture, for which 
some exploration could be an 
adventure. 
spoke of all of us going on an adventure, 
an adventure in moving, the adventure of 
life. He could have gone on to explain the 
adventure that he has gone through, 
because he does have a story to tell, but he 
didn't. Rather, he proclaimed the good 
news that throughout our whole journey in 
life, nothing can get us down because we 
have the hope in Christ Jesus. It doesn't 
matter what happens to us on this earth or 
in this world because we have the hope of 
going to heaven and being with Christ. 
Nothing is too big for God. Nothing can 
cover up that hope. No matter how dark 
the day seems or how hard the test may be, 
we can rely on that hope. 
And as I looked at my dad sitting there 
preaching to his congregation, I realized 
that I have it so good. I can never 
complain about the hardships of life 
because the hope that God has given us can 
brighten any day. So the next time you 
think you are beat, when you think you 
have reached your last straw, remember 
that you don't have a last straw. Christ 
took it away and made it into an eternity of 
blessings. 
By Angie Seifert 
Editor 
In the presence of an assembly of 
nearly 600 people, Concordia University's 
society of the LWML (Lutheran Women's 
Missionary League) called WOW (Women 
of Witness) received their charter 
membership with this International 
Organization. International President 
Gloria Edwards was there to present the 
official membership charter to Angie 
Seifert (founder of the society and previous 
president) and Rose Warnsholz (current 
society president). Along with the 
recognition of the Concordia Society, Rose 
and Angie served as delegates voting for 
mission projects and new officers. They 
also had the opportunity to be involved 
with the close knit group of 20 young 
women representatives. The group was 
given many activities to bond with the 
young women of LWML, such as talking 
late into the evening (of course women 
have no problem with that). 
The convention was held at 
Concordia University with the help of 
several Concordia staff, including Dan 
Taylor, Director of Facilities Management. 
The women were very grateful for the 
warm welcome they received from 
Concordia. Few people know the vast 
amount of involvement that LWML has 
with Concordia University. Nathaniel 
Taylor and Kennedy Gee, with his wife, 
Victoria Gee (who attended the convention 
as a young women representative) are 
students at Concordia University, as a 
result partly due to the financial help they 
receive from the LWML. Nathaniel 
Taylor, from Liberia, Africa, spoke to the 
assembly about his family's struggles with 
persecution for their faith in Christ and 
their escape from Liberia. They were still 
able to share their faith in the refugee 
camps before they departed from the 
country. His story was a touching 
reminder of the blessed gift of freedom we 
have to worship our Savior in America and 
a call for action to use this freedom to 
reach the ends of the earth with Christ's 
love. 
The Women of LWML (and the 
men supporting them in the ministry) have 
done just that, going to the ends of the 
Earth to reach the lost and the erring. 
Gathering 790 midwife kits, writing 200 
missionary letters, and assembling 1800 
Concordia kits, are a just a few examples 
of the many servant events that took place 
at the three day convention alone. Plus a 
total of $15,048.48 in offerings was 
collected from the convention, leading to 
the fulfillment of the proposed biennium 
mission goal of $192,000 for MN South 
District LWML. 
The LWML, however does not 
gloat over these accomplishments. For 
they know that without God these miracles 
would not be possible. On Servant Event 
day, it was stated several times that we are 
called to serve, not for our own recognition 
or good feeling, but because we are given 
the gift of eternal life through Christ. 
"Love Arose at Easter" was the theme of 
WOW continued on Page 12 
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The Hope That Fills Us 
A View From the Tunnel 
By: Jeff Burkart 
Campus Spiritual Life Leader 
When I was asked by 
President Hoist to consider taking 
on the responsibilities of leading the 
spiritual life of this campus 
community, I was simultaneously 
honored, frightened, nervous, 
elated, shocked, humbled, and 
confused. With fear and trembling, 
I took on the task. (Without a bit of 
adventure life is dull indeed). 
So far it's been a most 
interesting adventure, one that has 
been both intellectually and 
spiritually challenging. I've had a 
number of experiences that have 
made me think about the spiritual 
life of others and my own spiritual 
life as well. When you take on a 
new position, you begin to see the 
world from a different point of view 
- it changes the way you think about 
things which you have taken for 
granted for a long time. The 
following is a story to illustrate my 
point: 
I've been teaching in the 
Concordia School of Accelerated 
Learning (CSAL) ever since the 
program started. Because of the 
nature of what I teach, I've had the 
opportunity to teach every student 
in the undergraduate CSAL 
program. The day after I was 
appointed as campus spiritual life 
leader I taught an off campus CSAL  
class. The room was small and I 
couldn't help but overhear that one 
of the students in the class had lost 
her husband in an automobile 
accident. When I introduced myself 
to the class, I made mention of my 
new position and asked the class if I 
should put her and her family on the 
chapel prayer list. Within a minute, 
several class members made prayer 
requests for 
family members 
and friends who 
were in need. 
We've been 
praying for these 
folks every day in 
chapel since the 
first part of June. 
On my 
drive home that 
night, I thought 
about how we 
might connect 
CSAL students a bit more to the 
spiritual life of the campus through 
a prayer request card. I made up a 
sample card and the CSAL staff 
printed them out for distribution 
through the CSAL instructor boxes. 
We have received numerous prayer 
requests from CSAL students as a 
result. CSAL prayer requests are 
growing, as are prayer requests 
from traditional students. So much 
so that Becky Cordes and Mary 
Ginkel have volunteered to take 
care of prayer request responses. 
(We are sending cards to people for 
whom we are praying so that they 
know they are in our prayers). A 
simple idea - why didn't I think of it 
before? Simple - I suffer from 
tunnel vision. 
My tunnel vision comes 
from many years of looking at 
things in the same way. My new 
position is forcing me to think in 
different ways about the world 
around me; it gives me the 
opportunity and the responsibility to 
think about commonplace things in 
new and different ways. 
Unfortunately, I'm still suffering 
from tunnel vision's myopia; I'm 
reminded about that fact every day. 
I'm trying to fix my eyes on the 
Cross in the hope that my vision 
will be corrected. Like St. Paul, I 
often don't do the things I know I 
should do and I often do things I 
know I shouldn't, but the struggle is 
helping me to grow in faith and 
trust in God. 
I want to give you the 
same challenge. Look at the world 
with more than "student eyes" and 
see how the world looks through the 
eyes of a disciple, a comforter, a 
teacher, a caregiver, a listener (one 
of my biggest challenges), or a 
finder of lost causes. Seek to view 
the world through the eyes 
of Christ. View each day 
as a day filled with 
opportunities for service; a 
day to be lived in faith and 
joy. View each person who 
is placed before you as one 
of God's children and see if 
how you interact with them 
changes because of your 
new point of view. 
The title of this column has 
been "A View from the 
Tunnel." I think the title 
should stay the same - it will serve 
as a reminder that a view from the 
tunnel shouldn't be the same as 
tunnel vision. If you have 
suggestions on how the Campus 
Ministry Center can serve your 
needs or the needs of someone 
whom you know, please take a 
moment to stop by to share your 
vision. 
God bless you in this new school 
year. 
"View each day as a day filled 
with opportunities for service; a 
day to be lived in faith and 
joy"-Jeff Burkart, Campus 
Spiritual Life Leader 
Campus Ministry Welcomes All 
	
Your Spiritual Opportunity 
By Heidi Bierlein 
Campus Ministry Intern 
Look around you; it's happening 
everywhere...MINISTRY! 1998-1999 
Campus Ministry is up and running again 
this year! As we focus on the hope that 
fills us, the Campus Ministry Center 
(CMC) again seeks to be a center for 
spiritual growth by providing students with 
unique opportunities for fellowship, 
service, and Bible study. Our unending 
theme asserts that the three most important 
things in ministry are relationships, 
relationships, and relationships. We 
understand that our mission from Christ is 
to love God and our neighbor. In that 
connection, relationships become doorways 
for service and bridges for the Gospel. 
Opportunities available through the CMC 
include daily worship in chapel, prayer 
ministry, small group Bible study, student 
retreats and workshops, volunteer 
community service experiences, and chapel 
band. 
Our campus ministry staff is led by 
Campus Spiritual Life Leader, Dr. Jeffrey 
Burkart; Campus Ministry Intern, Heidi 
Bierlein; and Drama Ministries Director, 
Jonas Nissen. Dr. Burkart is a talented 
musician and composer who has served 
Concordia for over 21 years in the Mass 
Media and Communications department 
and in multiple drama ministry events. This 
year, as we seek a new campus pastor, Dr. 
Burkart (x8426) serves as our dean of 
chapel and is available for counseling and 
support, as well as confession and 
absolution. Heidi Bierlein (x8765) is a 
senior DCE student serving full time in the 
role of Program Director to connect, equip, 
and empower students. Jonas Nissen 
(x6192) is an alumnus of CSP, new to our 
staff this fall, who serves to develop and 
direct various means of sharing the gospel 
through the performing arts. Because 
campus ministry at CSP seeks to be 
student-owned, the CMC staff work with 
an extensive network of students. 
Specifically, this includes the Campus 
Ministry Leadership Council, a student 
group that meets four times a year to 
provide a review, a needs assessment, and 
direction, all in order to coordinate an 
effective and thriving campus ministry 
program. 
ALL are invited and encouraged to visit the 
Campus Ministry Center (Lu 118) - it is for 
you! Come to hang out, get involved, 
connect, and minister to one another! 
By Michelle Wolfram 
Staff Writer 
(The mission of Concordia 
University, a university of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri-Synod, is to prepare 
students for thoughtful and informed 
living, for dedicated service to God and 
humanity, and for the enlightened care of 
God's creation, all within the context of the 
Christian Gospel. ) 
When I first started to brainstorm 
an idea for the Spiritual section of the 
Sword, I thought that I wanted to write 
about the programs that are offered at 
Concordia. I wanted to talk about what 
each one was about and how students 
become involved in various ones. I was 
wrong. After an enlightening meeting with 
a professor, I discovered something that is 
more important-the people. It seems so 
simple, yet how quickly I had brushed 
aside the people when I was looking at the 
programs. 
Students come to Concordia 
University in order to accomplish different 
goals, such as to obtain a degree, receive 
an education, and grow as a person. In the 
midst of all this, every person who attends 
Concordia also has the opportunity for 
spiritual growth. How can one grow 
spiritually here? What does our mission 
statement mean? 
The key is not just going through 
routines and attending all the church 
programs. The key is each person--each 
person who affects the life of another 
person, who in turn affects the life of 
another person. The bond of friendship 
can be extremely strong, and through this 
bond, people reach out to each other. It 
doesn't matter where one is from, what 
background he or she has, or what program 
one is in. 
Just as people are reached and 
touched by relationships with other people, 
they are also reached and touched by a 
relationship with God. This is a sinful and 
corrupted world; however, we can find 
strength from God in our most trying 
situations. God's relationship with each of 
us and our relationships with the each 
other and the world are extremely 
important. Therefore, while we may join 
groups and programs that help reach out to 
people, we should not forget that the key is 
the people themselves and the relationships 
they form. 
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lortbern Sun ktercalit yine Conference 
The logo of 
Concordia.'s new 
division, the NSIC 
Concordia will be the only private 
university in all of Minnesota to offer 
athletic scholarships... 
cikd . NcAA 
By Lynn Adams 
Sword Public Relations 
President Hoist announced on 
August 20th that Concordia University in 
St. Paul was accepted into NCAA Division 
II. This makes Concordia the first private 
University in the state of Minnesota to 
offer athletic scholarships. 
On Wednesday, May 
20,th 1998, CU was 




will begin to play in the 
NSIC in the 1999-2000 
season. 
That is the 
announcement that greets 
everyone who visits the 
athletic page of the 
Concordia University homepage. But 
what is the rest of the story behind this 
switch? What does this switch mean and 
how did it come about? What does it mean 
to the student body? What does it mean for 
Concordia University? These are the 
questions that this article will help answer, 
along with quelling the rumors that have 
been buzzing around campus about what 
the switch to NCAA Division II and the 
NSIC conference means. 
The main person to talk to about 
this switch is Dan O'Brien in the athletic 
department. Ever since Coach O'Brien 
came to Concordia three years ago, he has 
been looking at the option of switching 
conferences. Phil Tesch added that 
Concordia has been doing annual 
evaluations of its conference and neither 
the NAIA Division HI or the UMAC 
conference were ideal for Concordia any 
longer. For awhile there was a possibility 
of getting into the MIAC conference,  
which would have put our sports teams up 
against other area private , colleges 
including St. Thomas and Gustavus 
Adolphus. This opportunity fell through 
when the MIAC conference decided not to 
expand its numbers. There would not be 
another chance to enter the MIAC 
conference for at least another five years. 
O'Brien says that this got 
him to consider what unique 
qualities Concordia has that 
it could market to other 
conferences. The fact that 
Concordia is a small private 
college ideally located in the 
hub of the Twin Cities stuck 
out right away. Being in a 
conference with Gustavus 
and St. Thomas, O'Brien 
stated, would not show 
others we are unique. 
However, putting us in a 
conference with public universities that are 
well known throughout the sports 
community in the upper Midwest has 
benefits for both sides. In a Division II 
conference Concordia can offer a 
competitive athletic program along with a 
quality private education. Being the only 
university in the NSIC conference in the 
Twin Cities makes Concordia attractive to 
those who want to get out of the small 







attractive in other ways. It is a weekend 
conference, which means that most or all 
the games will be played on the weekends. 
This means less school missed by student 
athletes. Being a bigger and better known 
conference will bring Concordia more 
publicity and will therefore attract more 
students to the campus. In addition, the 
freedom to give out athletic scholarships 
will increase student enrollment. 
Concordia will become the only other 
university in the Twin Cities to offer 
athletic scholarships besides the University 
of Minnesota and the only private 
University in all of Minnesota to offer 
athletic scholarships. All these are 
tremendous benefits to the enrollment at 
Concordia. President Holst says the switch 









be able to 
recruit 
more and 
better students because the level of 
competition will be higher." 
There are, however, some risks 
involved in this strategic move to boost 
Concordia's standards. Some wonder if 
Concordia will be able to compete at the 
level the NCAA Division II will demand. 







the rest of 
the coaching staff are determined to bring 
in quality Division II players as well as 
using the talents and abilities that already 
abound in Concordia's locker rooms. 
O'Brien believes that the challenge set 
before current student athletes is a 
welcomed one. When asked about the 
students who are at Concordia because they 
know they can play at this level and don't 
want some of the harsh competition upper 
conference schools offer, O'Brien replied 
that the "intramural sports leagues will 
need to be enhanced." 
Other concerns about the program 
revolve around cost and immediate changes 
that will need to be made at Concordia. 
When the Strategic Planning Council was 
asked to review this proposal on July 8th, 
1998, they 
agreed that 










NCAA Division II should not reduce 
funding in any other department 
(2) Accurate and complete figures are 
needed to show where the additional 
$207,250.00 over revenue cost will come 
from. 
(3) An assessment is needed to show how 
our image as a private institution will be 
affected. 
These concerns were presented to the 
President along with the recommendation 
of the Faculty Senate and the Student 
Policies committee. 
A major concern voiced by the Student 
Policies committee is the "additional costs 
for increased health support, residence 
halls, food services, areas of academic 
support, etc." Dan O'Brien assures that 
there will be "no additional costs to 
students or to the school." He added that 
0' Brien and the rest of the coaching 
staff are determined to bring in quality 
Division II players as well as using 
the talents and abilities that already 
abound in Concordia's locker rooms 
Comet Volleyball Proves Strength Against Northwestern 
By Joe Neuenfeldt 
Staff Writer 
It wasn't their homecoming game 
and the match didn't take place on a Friday 
night. However, if you had attended the 
Concordia volleyball game versus 
Northwestern--Roseville, you may have 
thought so. The crowd wasn't even very 
large, but the excitement that filled the 
Gangelhoff Center made it seem like there 
was a packed house. 
After losing the first set 15-4 to 
the very talented Northwestern team, the 
Comets shocked Northwestern by crushing 
them 15-7 in the next set. They shocked 
not only Northwestern, but also the crowd. 
The crowd loved it. The determination and 
heart the Comets showed pumped up the 
crowd. The Comets didn't have the same 
fire in the third set and were defeated by 
Northwestern 15-5. In the fourth set, 
Northwestern got a lead early, and was 
looking to finish off the Comets with ease. 
But just when you thought the Comets 
were overcome, the Comets showed the  
same determination seen in the second set 
and fought back. They battled and battled, 
not wanting to lose. The crowd was getting 
into it as much as the players were. They 
shouted, cheered, and had a lot of fun. The 
Comets ended up losing the set 15-12 and 
the match 3-1, but they gave a very strong 
Northwestern team a run for their money. 
The '98 Concordia Comet 
Volleyball team is coached by CSP 
alumnus Liz Perryman and assisted by 
Connie Kiedrowski with Marla Garbers as 
the JV coach. The team is led by the 
outstanding play of Margaret Koegel, 
Brenda Giesselmann, and Chelsea Schultz. 
The Comets have a very difficult schedule 
for the remainder of the season with 
promise of more exciting games. Come 
and show your spirit! 
welcome. Climb on! 
Climb on with 
CCC in the 
Ganglehoff on 
Thursday Nights 




got Here We Co met 
this switch "will not change the budget for 
any other area." Scholarships will be 
funded by the increased revenue brought in 
by new students. Fund raising will also be 
done by creating a Booster Club, soliciting 
Athletic lumni, creating an athletic 
endowment fund, and encouraging local 
business participation in a corporate 
sponsorship program. The athletic 
department also hopes to use a portion of 
the money set aside by Concordia for 
promotional needs. 
O'Brien has been adamant from 
the beginning of this proposal that there 
will be no cost to the university and in fact 
this switch should bring in more publicity 
and revenue into the school. By the third 
year there will be no additional revenue 
costs. Still there are regulations to be met 
for both the Northern Sun conference and 
the NCAA Division II. Two new positions 
need to be filled: a Senior Women's 
Administrator, to oversee all women's 
athletics; and a compliance officer, to make 
sure all regulations of NCAA are followed. 
Concordia will also need to upgrade some 
of its facilities. The baseball and softball 
fields need dugouts and other repairs, and 
adequate seating needs to be provided on 
the football field. More short-range 
solutions to the football field problem 
include playing on Central High School's 
field. Still these are costs to be covered. 
O'Brien hopes to use the increased revenue 
as well as outside donations to cover these 
costs. 
The concern over new and better student 
services is one that affects students directly. 
O'Brien says that the athletic "program has 
to increase its numbers and will bring in 
approximately 100 new students by the 
2001-2002 school year. This does not 
include the steady rise in enrollment apart 
from the joining of a new conference and 
the other non-athlete students who will be 
attracted to Concordia through increased 
publicity. However, with 457 students on 
campus this year, Concordia's dorms are 
already at their capacity. Where will we 
put 100 + new students? Sharon Krueger, 
Dean of Student Services, says that the 
obvious answer is to renovate Centennial, 
but she is not convinced it is the best 
answer. Centennial has an old design 
which is not conduciVe to community, not 
to mention that it could only house 40 
students. That leaves us with a surplus of 
about 40-60 students to house (once one 
takes into account the percentage of 
students that will live off campus). Long 
term possibilities include building , another 
floor onto Wollager dorm, while short-term 
plans include using the apartments Mary 
and Martha to their fullest capacity. Sharon 
Krueger looks to the increased revenue 
from room and board to fund the changes 
that need to be made, but adds that current 
facilities need to upgraded. It is hard to 
plan for incoming students, because you 
don't know when they will come in or how 
many. You also don't know the percentage 
of women and men. Sharon Krueger 
concludes that she "wants to maximize 
space, but does not want to crowd people." 
The source of the funding for 
these and other renovations Concordia must  
go through is still uncertain. There are a 
lot of projections as to how much money 
will come in and how many new students 
will enroll, but there is no way of knowing 
for sure. These are the calculated risks that 
Concordia University and President Holst 
are willing to take. Coach O'Brien adds, 
"You have to spend money to make 
money." President Holst responds that 
there are two risks, "to expect different 
results by doing the same thing, or to 
change." 
Just how much 
of a risk 
Concordia is able 
to take coming 
right off a severe 
financial deficit 
last year is 
debatable. Dr. 
Winegarden, 
Chair of the 
Faculty Senate, 
says, "in tight 
budget times, it 
is tough to spend more money on 
something that could potentially drain the 
budget." The Board of Regents will be 
meeting in early October to approve the 
budget for this year and academic programs 
are at risk of being cut. Steve Arnold, the 
chair of the Student Policies Committee 
and of the listening post about this issue 
held on July 8,th says, "This switch will be 
a great benefit to Concordia, but we need to 
know where the money will come from." 
Beyond cost, policies and 
regulations, this switch boils down to the 
impact it will have on the image of 
Concordia St. Paul as a small private 
Christian college. On the one hand we may 
think, what a great opportunity! Many new 
students, increased publicity, and the 
opportunity for higher academic standards. 
If Concordia can proudly proclaim its  
mission statement and show itself and its 
students as exemplary Christian 
individuals, then we have an excellent 
opportunity for witness to our community 
and beyond. On the other hand, there is a 
danger of putting so much emphasis on 
athletics that it may appear to others that 
our mission statement might be 
compromised. President Holst assures us 
that "the intention is not [for Concordia] to 
be known as an athletic school." Being 
true to our mission statement is top priority. 
We have a great niche as the only private 
Christian college in our new conference. 
Most everyone I interviewed about this 
issue said that it is great opportunity and 
the plan has great benefits for Concordia. 
The concerns are there, however and only 
time will tell if Concordia will sink or 
swim in the NSIC conference and as a 
members of NCAA Division II. 
"The switch will be a great 
benefit to Concordia, but we need 
to know where the money will 
come from." -Steve Arnold-chair of 
the Student Policies Commitee 
CCC Climbing Strong and Steady 
- By John Hannemann 
Photographic Editor 
The Concordia Climbing Club(CCC) has 
kicked off a great start for the new school 
year. Already this year, twenty-three new 
climbers have learned the basic knots and 
commands to climb safely. Last year, new 
routes were added, more gear was 
purchased, and the club sponsored two 
low-cost trips to one of the best indoor rock 
climbing gyms in the nation with more than 
10,000 square feet of climbing surface. 
As always, CCC is looking out for 
the new climber--the beginners who have 
climbing experience limited to that of steps 
and ladders. To help in the growth of a 
variety of experiences, CCC is offering 
more "beginners' nights" as well as an 
upcoming faculty/staff only night. Also, 
everyone is welcome to attend the 
Thursday night open climbs from 7:07 to 
9:09 p.m. (not a typo). 
Concordia climbing is only headed up: up 
in popularity, up in membership, up in 
equipment, and up in hopes for the future. 
With the current steady increase in 
membership, there is a great chance that 
CCC will be moving outdoor to include 
some real rock in their program. Real rock 
is where adventure plays a large role as the 
climber hunts for the next move to summit 
towering cliffs of cold hard rock. Fresh, 
crisp air fills the lungs as the climber 
reaches for the next hold to rise out of the 
brilliant tree line and upon a breath-taking 
view. 
Higher and higher is the only place CCC 
will go. If there is interest, even the shyest 
and the weakest can find themselves on top 
of mountains, steadily conquering more 
challenging routes as self esteem, problem 
solving skills, motivation, confidence, and 
coordination improve. The climber also 
experiences a most magnificent adrenaline 
surge and feeling of accomplishment with 
each arrival to the top. No explanation can 
come close to the actual feeling. Keep 
your eyes peeled as CCC's upcoming 
events will be posted for those who are 
intrigued. For the braver souls who want 
to explore their risk-taking sides, please 
join Concordia Climbing Club for any of 
the open climb nights where everyone is 
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All the Worlds a S.T.A.G.E. Why Not Join In? Squirrels: The Next 
Endangered Species? 
by Seraphina Richardson 
Staff Writer 
Are you interested in theatre, but don't act, 
don't sing, or are afraid that you won't 
know what the heck you're doing? Well, 
my silly friends, you'll have to come up 
with a better excuse than that! 
Most people don't know what they're doing 
until they're standing alone on a dark stage, 
with all of their friends pointing and 
laughing at them as they desperately try to 
fill the dead air, and suddenly find 
themselves balancing uncomfortably close 
to the edges of a mental breakdown. . . . 
HA! Just kidding. That doesn't usually 
happen. 
Here's the thing! There's a group of 
students who call themselves S.T.A.G.E. 
(Ask Jason Wagner, Vice President of 
S.T.A.G.E. what the letters stand for.) 
S.T.A.G.E. members more or less sit 
around in a room, eat cookies, and talk 
about theatre. Hold on! They don't sip tea 
and attempt to decode Shakespeare, or 
debate Stanislayski over crumpets. They 
talk about what students get to do in theatre 
at CSP. 
They also get to play! Theatre's sort of like 
playing "house," well sometimes. Actors 
and actresses get to step out of reality and 
take on the identity of someone else. For 
instance, you could be a seventy year-old, 
female, Elvis impersonator, who dips snuff, 
wears orange shoes and frequently visits 
karaoke bars. However, the best part is 
that it's all justified and no one is allowed 
to wheel you away to the institutions. 
However, if acting isn't your thing, then 
you can take a stab at running the light 
board or the refreshment cart, helping to 
build sets, operating the sound board, 
ushering different shows, or sitting around 
Do you know someone who does really 
great work in theater, music or art? Does 
it seems like no one takes any time to tell 
them how wonderful they are? Do they 
need some recognition? 
If you know someone or you are someone 
that deserves a little recognition for his/her 
achievements in theater, music or art, let 
"The Sword" know. The Arts and 
Entertainment pages feel that there are 
many incredible people on campus that 
need a little bit of acknowledgement for all 
of their great accomplishments. 
Contact Lisa LeGrand (phone number 641- 
eating free cookies and making fun of 
people; S.T.A.G.E would still love to see 
you around. This is the great thing about 
theatre, whether you're the star of a blow-
out musical, or an enthusiastic audience 
member, there's an experience to be had. 
Your input is valued. 
The theatre season this year has some great 
shows that will evoke all kinds of crazy 
emotions and pluck at your cute little heart 
strings. Concordia has one kick-butt facility 
and oodles of talent in a plethora of areas. 
Even if you only "sorta-kinda think theatre 
is neat," come and check it out. S.T.A.G.E. 
would love y'all to take part and start 
voicing what you'd like to see done on 
Concordia's stage for future seasons. 
8396 and e-mail address 
legrandl@proverbs.csp.edu ) with your 
nominations for the monthly spotlight on 
the stars. Remember, you can nominate 
yourself or some else. Faculty is also 
encouraged to nominate students and other 
faculty or staff, and students are also 
allowed to nominate faculty. When you 
nominate include the nominee's name, the 
nominator's name, his/her mailing address 
and phone number, and reasons for 
nomination. Thank you. 
By Tim Garrels 
Staff Writer 
From tree to tree they jump. They 
devour and scavenge. They can conceal 
themselves from our sight. They're furry 
and small and live among us -- squirrels. 
They're everywhere. On a daily basis, I 
have watched these 
little critters in 
action. I have seen 
cute ones, cuddly 
ones and even an 
albino one. 
However, most 
people don't realize 















publishing ant-squirrel propaganda on the 
Internet. 
"Recently I have become aware of 
the large threat that squirrels pose to our 
society. They have been taking over the 
world at an alarming pace in the past few 
years, but only recently have I been aware 
of their plans for the human race," an 
anonymous quotation reads at the Texas 
Chapter of the Anti-Squirrel Coalition's 
web-site at 
http://lonestar.texas.net/-blume/. 
If that isn't enough, the anti- 
Squirrels continued on Page 9 
Monthly A&E Spotlight 
Concordia, May I Have This Dance? 
"The squirrels are 




By Heather Sandberg 
Staff Writer 
All right, admit it, you have seen the signs 
for Ballroom Dancing and want to come; 
however you're just not sure what it is all 
about. In addition, you may worry about 
your "two left feet" getting 
in the way. Well, just take 
some advice from the club's 
vice-president, Kris Jones, 
"It's a fun activity to do 
with friends - or significant 
others - and you still get a 
great workout - so come." 
Now that we got you 
thinking about putting on 
your dancing shoes, what 
exactly is Ballroom 
Dancing all about? Well, 
first of all Ballroom 
Dancing is a free activity 
for all CSP students, 
faculty, and staff (that's 
right faculty and staff get on your dancin' 
shoes!). For others, there is a $10 per 
semester fee. The club meets every Sunday 
afternoon from 4:00-5:30 p.m. in the 
Theatre building. The ballroom dance club's 
advisor is Dr. Alisa Potter, professor of 
social and behavioral science at CSP. 
Almost 12 years ago, while she was a 
student at Ohio State University, instructor 
Elaine Barrett, began dancing. She has been 
involved in many performances and 
competitions. Besides instructing here at 
CSP, she also gives lessons at St.Thomas 
and Macalester, as well as private and group 
lessons. For more information check out her 
home page at http://umn.edui-rybsk001. 
How can you miss out on free lessons from 
a professional dance instructor? 
So far, the group has learned the Swing and 
the Waltz. They will also be learning the 
Cha-cha, Fox Trot, Tango, and Rumba in the 
near future. If you can't get the dance 
moves right away don't worry--there are 
plenty of others who are willing to help. It 
is a fun and relaxing atmosphere. Just 
remember the words of Richard Nixon, "The 
greatest failure is not to try and fail, but to 
fail to try." 
The dance club will be sponsoring a dance 
on December 5th to show off their moves. 
The event will be open to anyone who 
would like to attend. 
Just think when you get really good you can 
whisper in your partner's ear the word's of 
Anne Murray, "Could I have this dance for 
the rest of my life?" So get on your dancin' 
shoes and come boogie next Sunday. 
The Diviners 
Mark your calendar! The fall 
theater production is launching toward the 
opening night of The Diviners. It will run 
November 5th through the at 8 pm and 
November 8th at 2pm. 
Taking you into the 1920's, The Diviners 
will make you want to cry and laugh. The 
script was written by Jim Leonard, Jr. in 
1980, and it's written in such a way that the 
audience enjoys both comical release and 
intense dramatic moments. 
Since the play takes place in the period just 
before the Great Depression, 1927 to be 
exact, the prospect of finding water is 
almost completely unlikely; however, 
Buddy Laymen (the main character) finds 
water with a divining rod. Also, Pastor 
C.C. Showers just happens to stop by their 
small town of forty people. 
Director Kim LaFontaine said, 






















(651) 2 21- 
4548. 
Take a study break 
in the death zone. 
Avalanches. 40 degrees below zero windchill. Oxygen starvation. And you 
thought passing biology was tough. Call (651) 221-9444 for sho 'Ones, 
or visit us online at www.smm.org , Great drama, comfy seats} 
and plenty of oxygen. EttavEsr 
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Arts & Entertainment 
The Movie Guy Reviews This Fall's Hits 
By Joe Neuenfeldt 
Staff Writer 
After seeing Simon Birch and Rush Hour, 
and looking forward to Enemy of the State 
and The Waterboy, I predict that this fall 
will be a good one in the movie 
department. Although probably none of the 
movies released will compete with Saving 
Private Ryan for Best Picture (which is 
unfortunately, since I 
thought it was 








about a boy named 
Simon Birch who is 
born abnormally 
small and not expected to live long after his 
birth, but does. Simon is a boy with great 
faith that God has some kind of plan for 
him, but he can't figure out what it is. 
Simon tells his only friend, Joe, that what 
he really wants from his life is to become a 
hero. Joe also has something to solve for 
himself. It is unknown to him, and 
everyone in town, who his father is. Only 
Joe's mother knows and she will not tell. 
Simon helps Joe figure out this mystery as 
well as his own mystery of why he was 
brought into the world. 
Opinion 
Simon Birch is 
a wonderful story about 
friendship and belief in 
God. All of the 
characters play their roles 
well including Jim 
Carrey as older Joe. 
Simon Birch has 
everything you could 
want in a movie: 
happiness, sadness, 
adventure and even some 
comedy. In my opinion, it 
is the best movie of '98 
so far. 
Who Would Like It 
It depends on what kind of mood 
you are in, but anyone who's sensitive and  
enjoys meaningful movies should like this 
one. 
Rush Hour ***1/2 
Summary 
There isn't too much to tell about 
this one. A Chinese Ambassador's daughter 
is kidnapped and Chris Tucker and Jackie 
Chan are teamed up together (not by 
choice) to get her back. 
Opinion 
The title Rush Hour really has 
nothing to do with the movie at all, but it 
doesn't really matter. The only point of the 
movie was to get people to laugh. Although 
the story deals with a kidnapping, it just 
doesn't seem to be that big of a deal. Chris 
Tucker and Jackie Chan play a hilarious 
duo as complete opposites trying to outdo 
each other. That is the real story and it is all 
that's necessary to make it good. 
Who Would Like It 
If you like a movie with a lot of 
good laughs and aren't in a serious mood, 
you should find this one definitely worth 
the price of admission. 
Urban Legend **1/2 
Summary 
Yet another movie about college 
kids being killed in a horrific way. This 
horror deals with deaths on a college 
campus based on a book of urban legends--
how original. 
Opinion 
Being the big wimp that I am (I 
was the only one scared at Halloween 
H20), I expected to get scared at this one, 
but I actually laughed more than I was 
scared. Scream, Scream 2 and I Know 
What You Did Last Summer were good but 
the whole teenage horror thing might be 
getting kind of old. Seriously, how many 
more college kids have to get killed by 
some psycho before they are all dead. Just 
my opinion. 
Who Would Like 
Who knows? You may like Urban 
Legend just as much as all of the recent 
horrors, but it all seems kind of repetitive, 
to me. I guess whoever likes this type of 
movie and gets scared very easily will 
enjoy this one. 
Squirrels continued from Page 8 
squirrel coalition has even begun to act 
upon its feelings of aggression as another 
anonymous quotation reads from the 
TCASC site. 
"My plan is a simple plan, I just 
shoot every squirrel I can until there are no 
more to shoot in my neighborhood, and 
then I move. I know this may seem 
unrealistic, but it's all that I've come up 
with so far." 
As if the anti-squirrel sentiment in 
Texas wasn't enough. The more alarming 
reality is that this coalition is not confined 
to one state but includes more states like 
Kentucky, Indiana and Iowa. 
"The bushy-tail is evil ... It is kill or be 
killed. I came to this conclusion after I 
killed my first squirrel. As I approached his 
body I noticed the red star on his forehead 
... 'The squirrels are working with the 
communists!' ... Look outside, I bet you 
will see one of their informants watching 
you now ! Only now are people seeing the 
truth that the bushy-tail must be stopped! 
Information we obtained from a captured 
squirrel confirm that an invasion is coming 
soon. A line must be drawn," an 
anonymous quotation reads on the Anti-
Squirrel Coalition web-site of Lexington, 
KY, 
http://sac.uky.edu/—mbpalmO/second.html. 
While considerable passion exists 
against the squirrel on the Internet, there is 
an opposing and equally passionate side to 
this coalition of aggression. Jon Gottshall's 
web-site, 
http://www.nayzak.com/Hgott/htm104e.htm  
, is devoted to the propagation of squirrels. 
And according to his site, the squirrel is 
still doing well despite efforts of anti-
squirrel coalitions. On his site he reveals 
his secret tips on having superb 
human/squirrel relations. 
"My symbiotic relationship with squirrels 
is rather complex and multi-leveled, but I 
think I can sum it up in two main points: 
(1) I give them food. (2) They like food." 
As to the question of whether or 
not squirrels are evil, another web-site in 
support of squirrels, 
http://members.tripod.com/—sr12/, lists this 
line of reasoning to combat the theory of 
squirrels being evil. 
"Perhaps you just think they're 
evil: Can you prove it biblically? How 
about scientifically?" 
The answer is of course no. The bible does 
not directly address the plight of squirrels 
as it does the relationship between God and 
humankind, and as of yet, a scientific study 
has not been done on the nature of squirrels 
being good or evil. 
Perhaps then, CSP should take steps to 
protect their squirrel population from future 
coalitions that would seek to destroy 
squirrels. 
I offer these five suggestions: 
1. Enclose the campus in a gigantic plastic 
bubble. This may seem extreme and costly 
but consider the benefits. Our campus 
could become a haven and sanctuary for 
squirrels everywhere, and think of the free 
publicity that this project would generate. 
2. Attach radio tracking devices to each 
squirrel, that scurries across the campus, 
and then install tracking software onto the 
campus network. Imagine what would it 
would be like for any student to locate any 
squirrel at any given time. Our whole 
campus community could unite in an effort 
to protect the squirrels. 
3. Have the genetics class create a Super 
Squirrel that could fight back against its 
enemies. We then could clone these Super 
Squirrels and disperse them among the 
native squirrel population to further protect 
them from these anti-squirrel coalitions. 
Klingon squirrels? 
4. Create squirrel counseling sessions 
which would seek to prevent depression 
and rage among the squirrel population. 
This would help the squirrels develop  
positive methods for coping with anti-
squirrel coalitions and would seek to 
reduce squirrel suicide otherwise known as 
1-94. 
5. Launch a squirrel counter-attack. We 
could help local squirrels mobilize into a 
national squirrel defense front that would 
aggressively pursue any violent acts 
against squirrels. We could help the 
squirrels by building an acorn bomb 
similar to the atomic bomb except that it 
would split acorns instead of atoms thus 
making it a very deadly weapon. 
Whatever method is used, we all must 
support the squirrel population and help 
keep them from harm's way (or we could 
just choose to ignore the ridiculous web-
sites that permeate the Internet). 
Got something you want 
to sell? 
Then place a classified ad 
with The Sword for only 10 
cents a character! 
Call 641-8771 for more 
information! 
Who is Who on Student Senate 
Next Month be on the look out for Who 
is Who in CAB 
Student Senate meets Tuesdays at noon in 
classroom #310 (Full Senate meets) 
Senate 
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A Few Words From the 
Student Senate 
Name: Max Knoell x8820 
Major: Finance, Marketing and 
Management 
Senate Position: President 
What you plan on doing with Student 
Senate/for the student body: "What I 
would like to see done with Student Senate 
is to become more visible to the student 
body as well as to the administration. 
Students want their voices heard and that is 
what Student Senate is for. I personally 
invite all students to call me or anyone on 
Student Senate to make their points 
known." 
Name: Katie 011inger x8365 
Major: Elementary Education 
Senate Position: Vice President of 
Representatives 
What you plan on doing with Student 
Senate/for the student body: "Since we 
have such a diversified body of 
representatives, I really want to utilize all 
of their talents in every aspect of the 
campus. I want to increase the 
involvement of the student body in what is 
happening in and around Concordia. We 
have a lot of potential and I want to apply 
it to better the school." 
Name: Caleb Booth 698-3693 
Major: English Secondary-Education 
Senate Position: Treasurer 
What you plan on doing with Student 
Senate/for the student body: "As treasurer 
I believe that my position is more than 
keeping an eye on the financial affairs. 
Yes, I do that but more importantly I am a 
representative of the student body; that 
means that every action, every thought, 
every comment needs to be thoughtful and 
informed, branching out beyond my own 
concerns so that the Student Senate and the 
university at large can be affected in 
positive ways. And that is what I hope to 
achieve." 
Name: Jason Wagner x8265 
Four Minors in the Pre-Seminary 
Senate Position: Vice President of 
Relations 
What you plan on doing with Student 
Senate/for the student body: "I plan on 
helping Senate better achieve the goals laid 
out in the Preamble of the Student 
Constitution, where we promise to aid in 
the student's spiritual walk as a disciples of 
Jesus Christ and as we offer a student 
government beneficial to Student Life." 
Name: Melissa Bargfrede x8471 
Major: Pre-Medicine 
Senate Position: Secretary 
What you plan on doing with Student 
Senate/for the student body: "I want 
Student Senate to be more visible on the 
campus. I think it is important that we are 
recognized and respected by the 
administration as a successful and 
significant organization. We strive to take 
part in structuring Concordia's future." 
Dear Students of Concordia University 
We would like to take this 
opportunity to explain the process followed 
for the recent election of Representatives 
for the Student Senate. In accordance with 
the By-laws of the Constitution of the 
Student Association, the election process 
was begun in order to form a Full Senate 
by the fourth week of the academic school 
year. This policy is stated in Article IV, 
Section 6 which states, "Elections shall 
take place within the first four weeks of the 
academic school year." 
Thus, the election process began 
and nominations were held. Originally 
elections were to be held on September 11, 
1998, but only 16 individuals solicited the 
necessary signatures to accept the 
nomination. Therefore, further 
nominations had to be held to honor the 
Constitution, which clearly states in Article 
IV Section IV: b: 1 that, "There shall be 20 
student representatives elected at the 
beginning of each academic year." Due to 
the precedence of the Constitution over the 
By-laws, nominations were held again in 
order to fill the needed 20 representatives 
as stated in the Constitution. Nominations 
were to be accepted through Wednesday 
September 16, 1998. 
Unfortunately, only 22 nominations were 
turned in. Elections might have been held, 
but once again would have been in direct 
violation of the Constitution. Article IV 
Section 4:c: 1 says, "There shall be four 
alternates elected at the beginning of each 
academic year." This led to one final set of 
nominations, which were accepted through 
Thursday September 24, 1998. At this 
point 30 nominations were accepted 
through the acquisition of signatures and 
elections could be held. 
We would like to apologize for any rumors 
that may have surfaced concerning the 
election process. This apology is in special 
regard to the rumor that any students who 
accepted nominations would automatically 
obtain a position on Student Senate. This 
situation could not have come about for 
two reasons. First, as stated above, at least 
24 students are necessary for the full 
Senate to be called into order. More 
importantly, no student can serve as a 
voting member of Student Senate without 
being elected by a vote of the Student 
Association. Throughout the election 
process, we, the Executive Board of 
Student Senate, worked to be in accordance 
with the Constitution ratified by you, the 
students. We thank you and ask you for 
your continued support and prayer as we 
attempt to serve each of you to the best of 
our abilities. God Bless. 
Respectfully, 
Max Knoell, President 
Katie 011inger, VP of Representatives 
Jason Wagner, VP of Relations 
Melissa Bargfrede, Secretary 
Caleb Booth, Treasurer 
The Comets in full force 
Photo by Shane Eggerstedt 
October Sports Schedule 
6 Tues. MSOC v. Northwestern 4:00 p.m. 
7 Wed. WSOC v. Northwestern 	4:00 p.m. 
9 Fri. VB 	Comet Classic TBA 
10 Sat. VB , 	Comet Classic 	TBA 
CC 	@ Martin Luther TBA 
WSOC @ Martin Luther 10:00 a.m. 
MSOC 	@ Martin Luther 12:00 p.m. 
FB 	@ Trinity, ND 	1:00 p.m. 
11 Sun. WSOC @ Northland 11:00 a.m. 
MSOC @ Northland 	 1:00 p.m. 
12 Mon. WSOC v. Rockford 	 4:00 p.m. 
13 Tues. MSOC v. St. Scholastica 	2:00 p.m. 
WSOC v. St. Scholastica 4:00 p.m. 
VB 	v. St. Scholastica 7:00 p.m. 
17 Sat. CC 	@ LaCrosse 	 TBA 
VB 	@ Mt. Senario 12:00 p.m. 
WSOC @ Mt. Senario 	 12:00 p.m. 
FB v. Maranatha 	1:00 p.m. 
MSOC @ Mt. Senario 	 2:00 p.m. 
19 Mon. VB 	v. Hamline 6:00/7:30 
20 Tues. VB @ North Central 7:00 p.m. 
24 Sat. VB 	@ St. Scholasticall:00 a.m. 
FB 	@ Mt. Senario 	1:00 p.m. 
25 Sun. VB 	@ Northland 3:00 p.m. 
27 Tues. MSOC @ Morthwestern 	3:00 p.m. 
VB 	@ Martin Luther 7:30 p.m. 
30 Fri. VB 	v. Gustavus 	 6:00/7:30 
FB v. Northwestern (DOME)7:30 p.m. 
31 Sat. CC 	@ Martin Luther TBA 
A cardio-kickb oxer lets 
the dummy have it 
Sports 
Concordia Football: New Faces, New Places 
By Melissa R. Bargfrede 
Sports Page Editor 
There have been several 
changes this year for the Comet football 
team. Many people have commented on 
the differences that they have seen. 
Why? What makes a team that went 5-4 
last year suddenly look and play so 
differently? 
Well, for one thing, there's a 
new head coach. Dan O'Brien stepped 
into that position after three years as the 
defensive coordinator. He pushes to win 
and be the best on and off the field. He 
believes strongly in the student-athlete 
theory where "student" comes before 
"athlete." "You made a commitment 
first to academics and second to the 
football program," he reminded the team 
in a pre-practice speech not long ago. This 
is just one way that O'Brien has worked to 
build a better team. 
Another change that is very 
noticeable is the large number of freshmen 
and transfer students on the team. New 
names are just as common as the old in the 
line-up. They play with the "win" 
philosophy, where quality is key. The 
chemistry of the team and the intensity of 
the players are largely responsible for the 
newfound success. The new guys have 
found their niches. Sometimes that has 
meant that a veteran has lost a position or 
has had to work a little harder to keep it, 
but that's all a part of the plan, too. 
Everybody works harder to get better, and 
it makes for a better team for the whole. 
With only five seniors on the 
team, there has been a lot of leadership 
coming from the underclassmen as well. 
Players like Brent Clark, Matt Woodford, 
and Ben Coauette have been nominated as 
Athlete of the Week. That's two freshmen 
and a junior. In the words of O'Brien, 
"Woodford has been a rock on defense." 
Others who have been great defensive 
leaders are captain Adam Schutte (junior, 
defensive back), Jason Muzik, a sophomore 
who made the switch to defensive back 
after spending last year at running back, 
and senior transfer Steve Stoeckel on the 
line. Offensively, sophomores Dwayne 
Palacio (wide receiver) and Brent Rohne 
(tight end), as well as junior quarterback 
Dustin Campbell and senior receiver 
Dawson Blanck, have been stepping it 
up for their teammates. Travis. Busch, 
who sees action from just about every 
angle of the game (offense, defense, 
special teams) has also been a great 
asset. 
Outlook 
Concordia's team has a good 
chance at a conference ring this season 
after a tough loss of the title last year. 
Many people believe that it can and will 
happen, despite the loss to Martin 
Luther. "There are five tough teams in 
the conference . . . On any given 
Saturday, a game between any two of 
them can go either way," according to 
O'Brien. He expects the conference 
winner to have a loss on record. He's 
just disappointed to have "burned a loss" 
so early in a tough conference schedule. 
Up to the Homecoming game, the 
season was one of improvements and 
surprises. It feels good to win, and even 
better to win big. The games against 
Madison College, Crown, and Principia 
were all wins by large margins. The games 
went well for both the offense and the 
defense, with everyone playing hard and 
playing together. And those two factors 
mean big things. Going into Homecoming 
week, the team was ranked 29th overall in 
the nation in NAIA D-2. The offense was 
in the top 20, and the defense was in the 
top 15. Those are great numbers to have in 
the books, regardless of who you are or 
where you're going. 
One Team, One 
Goal 
by Katie 011inger 
Staff Writer 
The weather may be getting 
colder, but the fire within the women's 
soccer team still remains strong. Led by 
first-year head coach Bryan Doherty, the 
team has been improving dramatically 
from day one. Hard work, along with 
good attitude, has carried the Comets thus 
far and there's no sign of turning back now. 
Senior co-captain Heidi Pipes 
reflects, "Our record doesn't show how 
hard we work, in practice and in games. 
We have a lot of soccer talent on the team 
even with having quite a few first-year 
players." In fact, only eight out of the 
eighteen women on the team are returning 
players from last year. 
With conference play now 
seriously getting underway, the women are 
even more determined to bring down a 
victory (a la the win over Mount Senario). 
Come watch as they battle for the ball! 
The Lady Comets thank all of you who 
have supported us so far! It's not too late 
to catch a few games! 
Cardio Kickboxing Kicks It! 
By John Hannemann 
Photographic Editor 
A lot of talk has been going 
around campus about cardio-
kickboxing. "What's that 
about?" "Is it really 
happening?" "Do you 
actually hit people?" The 
questions go on and on. 
Your answers can be found 
with Erin Rathke and Amy 
Reetz, the starters of the 
latest craze here at 
Concordia. What better way 
to find information than to go 
with Erin and Amy for a sit-in at Master In Lee's, 
where they train. 
The first view through the window of the 
small dojo elicits a couple of surprising facts. First, 
one notices the thumping music. It has a very 
strong beat which is all that can be heard (and felt) 
from outside. Second, everyone in the place is 
bouncing to that music. It is almost like a dance 
club but the young Bruce Lees are throwing 
punches and kicks, not just bouncing to the music. 
The amount of sweat becomes highly noticeable to 
anyone entering the club. Over ninety percent of 
the room's fast-breathing population consists of 
females. Many of the pupils are college students 
and housewives who are there for a great workout. 
Their sweaty appearances suggest that they get the 
desired workout along with the plentiful benefits. 
Erin and Amy cite "fun" as one of their main  
objectives. Some other fabulous 
benefits include: increased self 
esteem, a natural high, greater 
strength that is equal on both left and 
right sides of the body, agility, better 
focus, self defense skills, better sleep, 
and improved all-around fitness. 
Here is a quick Q & A session 
without the Qs. Yes, cardio-
kickboxing is really happening, three 
days a week at different times each 
day. No, students do not actually hit 
each other (except by accident). Yes, 
it is going to spread like wildfire. 
Each session will be about an hour. 
Yes, but easy on the wallet--$20 per 
semester (compared to In Lee's $100 membership 
fee plus $50 per month). No, current physical 
condition does not matter, but you will be sore. 
Yes, Erin has gone through an intense instructor 
course which includes lectures, demonstrations, and 
tests. No more questions? Great, if there are any 
that come up, Erin and Amy will most graciously 
answer them. Oh...there is another question. 
"Where do I sign up?" Anyone who would like to 
join the dynamic duo should drop their phone 
number, box number, and email address in Erin 
(Box #554) or Amy's (Box #361) mailbox. Please 
include a current weekly schedule as Erin and Amy 
are still contemplating specific times for classes in 
heart-pumping, high speed, stellar, sweat-inducing, 
low drag, kick-butt cardio-kickboxing. 
Homecoming 
1998 
A Message from the President 
By CSP President Robert Hoist 
"The Hope that Fills Us" 
provides the theme for our 1998-
99 academic year. 
The words challenge us to think 
and act positively. Not only do 
we celebrate good things but we 
dare to see potential for good in a 
crisis. Four significantly 
different things fill me with hope 
as we begin the academic year. 
First, and least, major league 
baseball has been fun again. We 
have seen that adults can play 
with enthusiasm like children and 
enjoy life. If it can happen in 
baseball, it can happen in other 
areas of life as well. I hope that 
both our curricular and 
extracurricular activities bring 
home run hitting joy to our year 
together. Second, we have a 
historic moment to study our 
political system. I write these 
words with no hidden meaning or 
agenda. I don't know how to 
solve the present political crisis. 
Yet I hold great hope that, 
through this experience, we who 
will to be thoughtful and 
informed people will learn 
something significant about sin, 
grace, responsibility, forgiveness, 
consequences, psychology, 
sociology, politics, and religion. 
My hope is that we will learn 
how to improve our government 
and our society. 
Third, student enthusiasm for the 
campus laptop program fills me 
with hope. I sense academic 
awareness and technological 
skills have risen to a higher level 
on campus. Better education is 
hapening. 
Fourth, I have great hope for 
spiritual life on campus. Our 
campus spiritual life leaders, Dr. 
Jeff Burkart and Ms. Heidi 
Bierlein tell me that cooperation 
and participation inspire them 
daily. God offers hope for people 
open to receive promises of 
spiritual strength. Spiritual , 
strength will give us the hope that 
bears one another's burdens and 
celebrates each other's joy. It is 
easy to complain about problems. 
Hope solves, helps and forgives. 
It is easy to fail. Hope stands on 
failure by looking for success. 
Hope, embraced with God's gift 
of faith and love, finds spiritual 
strength trusting that in all things, 
God works for good. 
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WOW continued from 
page 4 
the convention. Love arose 
from Christ, not us. Jesus 
Christ is the divine example 
of Servanthood for us all. 
Among the extraordinary 
speakers was Dr. Paul 
Maier, famous theologian, 
historian, professor and 
author of 15 books 
including A Skeleton in 
God's Closet, a highly 
acclaimed book. The 
highlight of his speeches 
was that Christianity is 
continually proven to be the 
absolute Truth. Not only 
do we have the Word of 
God (which is enough in 
itself) but we also have 
immense historical findings 
that provide tangible proof 
that the Word of God is 
inerrant. 
Wait, the story doesn't end 
here. Put together a recipe 
of almost 600 women of all 
ages ready and willing for 
mission service, 
extraordinary speakers and 
endless opportunities to 
serve and you receive what 
is called a mountain top 
experience. Pastor Lyle 
Kath, a pastoral counselor 
for Minnesota South 
LWML, used the 
illustration of a balloon. 
Your spiritual balloon is 
filled to almost bursting 
when one has a 'mountain-
top' experience. Then you 
are faced with some reality 
(bills need to be paid, your 
child is sick, your mother is 
dying) and your balloon lets 
out some air. However, the 
balloon is never as empty 
as it was when it was first 
filled. The Holy Spirit is 
always with us. Our 
Heavenly Father never 
leaves us or forsakes us. 
Our balloon may feel 
deflated and our world 
falling apart. There may 
only be one set of footprints 
in the sand, but at those 
times God is carrying us. 
Christ is the "Hope that 
Fills Us!" 
[If your balloon needs be 
inflated, please join WOW 
(Women of Witness) for 
Bible study at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesdays in the lower 
dining hall. Our current 
series of study is 
"Becoming a Woman of 
Prayer." For further 
information, call either 
Rose Warnsholz at x8457 
or Angie Seifert at x8873. 
Go in God's Peace. J] 
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